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The following ... document ... was written by Josiah Jones, formerly of Kirtland, the seat of
Mormonism in Ohio, but now of Carthage, and a member of respectable standing in the
Church here. He was one of the faithful few belonging to the Church in Kirtland, who refused
to follow Rigdon when he made a surrender of himself and his flock to the Mormons. W. S.

HISTORY OF THE MORMONITES

Feeling it to be a duty I owe to myself and
to the community to take some notice of
the transactions of that sect of men known
by the name of the Mormons, which has
lately sprung up here and in the vicinity, I
shall from time to time (living in their
midst) commit to writing whatever I already
know, and may in future hear about them,
in order that the world may know of their
rise and their proceedings. What I shall
write of their proceedings from the
commencement of them until this time,
must be mostly from recollection; hereafter,
however, it is my intention to note down
some things in the form of a diary. p.132 -
p.133

In the last part of October, 1830,
four men appeared here by the names of
Cowdery, Pratt, Whitmer and Peterson; they
stated they were from Palmyra, Ontario
County, N.Y. with a book, which they said
contained what was engraven on gold plates
found in a stone box in the ground in the
town of Manchester, Ontario County, N.Y.,
and was found about three years ago by a
man named Joseph Smith, Jr. who had
translated it by looking into a stone or two
stones, when put into a dark place, which
stones he said were found in the box with
the plates. They affirmed while he looked
through the stone spectacles another sat by
and wrote what he told them, and thus the
book was all written. The doctrines which
they taught are contained in the book which
the world may have recourse to. These men
appeared in the town of Mentor at Elder
Sidney Rigdon’s on Thursday evening about
the 6th of October last. On Sunday
following the elder with two or three of
these men attended a meeting at Euclid. I
also attended and here I was first informed
by I. Morley that such men and such a book
had appeared. The next Wednesday evening

they held a meeting at the Methodist
meetinghouse in this place, at which time
they read some in their new book, and
exhorted the people to repent of their pride
and priestcraft and all other sins, and be
baptized by them for the remission of them,
for they said that if they had been baptized
it was of no avail, for there was no legal
administrator, neither had been for fourteen
hundred years, until God had called them to
the office, and had sent them into the world
to publish it to this generation. The next
day we heard that after they went home, or
to the family where they put up, they
baptized seventeen into the faith which they
published. p.133 - p.134

Perhaps it will be necessary to give
some account of the family which I have
mentioned. For nearly two years past, Isaac
Morley had contended that in order to
restore the ancient order of things in the
Church of Christ, it was necessary that there
should be a community of goods among the
brethren; and accordingly a number of them
removed to his house and farm, and built
houses, and worked and lived together, and
composed what is here called the “Big
Family,” which at this time consisted of
perhaps 50 or 60, old and young. They also
had another branch of the family in the
town of Mayfield, about eight miles from
this, but the number was small at that time.
To return--on Friday evening they held
meeting at the family, and on Saturday
evening also, at which time I attended, and
saw Elder Rigdon much affected and
shedding tears. The next day, Sunday, Elder
Rigdon had an appointment to preach in
this place, and attended having these four
men with him; he opened the meeting as
usual, and arose to address the congregation
but was so affected that he could not; he
said all that he had to say to us was to



repent and humble ourselves before God.
After a short exhortation he sat down and
the new teachers exhorted us at the school
house; at this meeting or in the daytime
Elder Rigdon told us that for two years past
his preaching had been of no use to us; it
was more to please our fancy and tickle our
ears, than to affect our hearts. p.134

A few days after these men
appeared again, a few of us went to see
them and Cowdery was requested to state
how the plates were found, which he did.
He stated that Smith looked into or through
the transparent stones to translate what was
on the plates. I then asked him if he had
ever looked through the stones to see what
he could see in them; his reply was that he
was not permitted to look into them. I
asked him who debarred him from looking
into them; he remained sometime in silence,
then said that he had so much confidence in
his friend Smith, who told him that he must
not look into them, that he did not presume
to do so lest he should tempt God and be
struck dead.

On Monday, Elder Rigdon was rebaptized,
and additions have continued to be made
almost daily to them since that time. Sidney
Rigdon said in private conversation that no
one could tell what virtue there was in
Cowdery’s hands for when he took hold of
him to baptize him he felt a shock strike
through him. They pretend to give the Holy
Ghost by the laying on of hands, many of
them receive it so that it makes them fall
prostrate to the ground; some do not
receive the spirit until a number of days
after the laying on of hand; some have not
yet received it at all. They laid hands on the
sick, and in the name of Jesus told them to
recover. Two cases occurred in this place,
one man that had fits, by the name of Luke,
whom they commanded not to let it be
known; but he not receiving any benefit
from it told of it. Another was a boy about
twelve years old that had fits daily whose
father and mother had joined them; his
father said that he had no more doubt that
his son would get well then he had of his
existence; but he is no better yet. One other
case was in Painesville, on a man by the
name of Champney, who is no better;
another was a sick woman in Mayfield that
has been confined these two or three years
and who, they still say, will yet get well.

p.134 - p.135
About five or six weeks ago some of

them began to have visions and revelations,
and to prophesy, as they say. They said a
man by the name of Wight, who was
ordained their elder with authority to lay on
hands, one night in meeting, had what they
call “the Power of God,” and that his face
and hands shone so that it was plain to be
seen by all in the room, and that he sung a
song which no one ever heard before, and
which they said was the most melodious
that they ever listened to. It was sung in
another tongue. While in these visions they
say they are carried away in the spirit to the
Lamanites, the natives of this country,
which are our Western Indians, which are
the lost Jews, and which are now to be
brought in with the fullness of the Gentiles.
While in these visions they say that they can
see the Indians on the banks of the streams
at the West waiting to be baptized; and they
can hear them sing and see them perform
many of the Indian manoeuvres, which they
try to imitate in various ways; those that
have these visions are mostly young men
and girls from twelve to twenty years old.
They say that they know they have the spirit
of prophecy, and this is some of that which
was spoken by Joel the prophet, that in the
last days it shall come to pass that, “I will
pour out my spirit upon all flesh, and they
shall prophesy” &--. These young men and
women will lay sometimes for hours almost
lifeless to appearance, and when they begin
to recover, they begin to pray in a low voice
or whisper, and after a little time, to act,
they say, as the Indians did where they were
carried by the spirit. p.135

One girl about thirteen years old,
while under the influence of the spirit of
prophecy, as they term it, would select
passages of prophecy from the Bible both
old and new Testament, and also from the
Mormon book, and put them all together
and make a complete chain or connection
of prophecy, which they say “they defy
Scott or Campbell to connect with equal
perfection.” While in these visions, they say
they have writing come onto their hands
which no one can read but one in the same
situation; if any one of their brethren or
sisters talk to them in Indian it will so please
them that they will laugh and set out many
Indian capers and motions. p.135 - p.136

But of late their prophesying seems



to have ceased, and they have taken to
running; the young men after falling down
and recovering will start and run half a mile,
and then get upon a stump and begin to
preach and pray as loud as they can bawl.
They have been seen to run to the river or
brook and make as though they were
baptizing some person. Sometimes they call
out in these scenes--“There I have baptized
one, then two, then three,” and so on. They
also have a way of receiving a commission
from the Lord to go and preach. They are
first warned and called while in a vision that
they must go into the world and preach; at
another time they receive a commission on
a roll of paper handed to them from above
in the presence of all in the room; but what
is contained on the paper I have not yet
learned; three of the young men that have
received their commission in this way have
gone to preach; one by the name of Heman
Bassett, one Edson Fuller, and Burr Riggs;
they have been gone about ten days and I
have not yet heard from them. They also
see a great many lights in the night; one of
their foremost men in this place, while
baptizing in the evening, (for they perform
this ceremony mostly in the night,) said he
saw across the river a light as large as the

palm of his hand, which stood there while
[he] was baptizing, which he knows was a
supernatural light; they have now become
quite common and they all see the lights;
but others standing by do not see them. I.
Morley said while in meeting at Mayfield, he
saw a ball of fire about the size of a dollar,
come into the room and light upon a
woman’s clothes near her feet, and from her
come to him, and then to another person,
and so disappeared, to the astonishment of
some others that saw it--E. Fullers while
lying on the floor has been seen to jump up
and cling to a beam for a while and then
drop like a log on the floor;--at other times
they will reach up until they touch a certain
beam and then fall flat on the floor; these
accounts I have received from information
a few hours after they transpired, not have
been an eye witness of many of them
myself. And many other signs and wonders
and fanatical exhibitions, truly were done by
this people, which are not written, but these
are written that you might believe, and that
believing you might remain firm in the
doctrines of the New Testament and not
turn aside to Mormonism.

– Observer.



p.136

Comments by Walter Scott, editor of The Evangelist:

Reader, can it be imagined or admitted for a moment by any sensible man, that such pernicious
and visionary impostors as these were ever destined in the providence of God to detect and
develop amid the confusion of these sectarian times the principles of the true gospel of
Christ-to arrange and apply them in practice, and set up and introduce to general use with
reformers, that plea for immediate obedience which distinguished the proclamation of the
gospel by the apostles? No, reader, there is lying on our desk at this moment unequivocal
proof of the plan according to which the Mormons came to posses themselves of our manner
of pleading and propagating the true gospel of Christ. It will appear from the testimony of
Brother Jones, as given above, that the Mormon messengers Cowdery, Pratt, Whitmer and
Peterson never opened their mouths in Ohio in way of preaching till they had first heard
Rigdon at Euclid, speak of baptism for the remission of sins and urge upon the audience
immediate obedience to the gospel. On this day five persons presented themselves for
immersion, and were baptized by Rigdon. One of them, Brother and Sister Jones say, was
Brother Dilly’s son of youth of years. The Mormons immediately profited by this lesson from
Rigdon; entered Kirtland, as we have seen; proclaimed the simple gospel, and soon after
rebaptized 17 for the remission of sins. Rigdon, like a true wolf in sheep’s clothing, next
surrendered himself and flock to these impostors, and thus the first vintage of converts to this
vile sect was reaped by the true gospel of Jesus Christ plead and preached as we do it
ourselves. Of the way in which Rigdon was possessed of our manner of stating and pleading
it we shall inform our readers in due time. A letter from his brother-in-law, who was one of
the ministers of the Mahooning Association when Rigdon obtained an acquaintance with these
things will make all this sufficiently plain. We suspend further observation on this point at
present. W. S.


